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154 THE VOYAGE OF H.M.S, CHALLENGER.

Genus Scirpearella, n. gen.

Cuvier!in his classification of * Les Polypiers nageurs,” of which the axis is stony,
but free, describes “ Les Scirpéaires” *“ ont les corps trés long et trés gréle, et les polypes
isolés, rangés alternativement le long des deux cdtés,” giving as the type Pennatula
marabilis, L.

Kolliker * gives Seirpeoria, Cuv., as a synonym of Funiculina, Lam., and adds the
following under the name of Scirpeario mirabilis,—** Cuvier designates an Alcyonarian
named and figur ¢ by |inveus wx l'erna/ule mirabilis; Tllis copies this figure and so
also does Pallas. Lamarck refers {his sy vciea ti- hig genus Fumiculine.  Ehrenberg quotes
it as Scir, mirabilis, Tnv. and gives ac synonym- Pernatula marabilis, L., Funiculina
cylindrica, Lamk., and /% wonuric: seirpea, Blain, and he mentions that a specimen in
the Berlin Museum quitc anewers tu the des ription of this speciis,” '

De Blainville® places Funculin.1, Taz., as a genus next to 7’exaura, the type species
being Funiculina cylindrica, Lam , of which ke quotes Perwrtula wiviralelis, Pall, as o
synonym, adding ““ ot ce qui c&t assez singalicr, c'est que M. t'uvier a rn outre proposé
un nouveau genre avec la 2. miraMlis, de Lanne, sous i avw e Sei peariar, sans penser
qu’il étoit établi aver le méme anim !, tvpe du gerre Funiculine «:+ M. do Lamarck.”

The Funiculina cylindrice, Tuw., n e Paxi- Musouni is o ¢i=rgonid, and this very
specimen Kolliker tlinks (and we agree) is the oue ngured by de Bio-oville (it is possibly
a Juncella). Dr. Gray (1870) aceepts the geuus Scirprigvie, Cov  jlaay it in his family
Calligorgidse, the next genue to Lis Calliclla (sv¢ wntua, p. 75, Coligorgia), and in
addition to the specics Seirgeoria nirulilis, ivdludes Jowddie juviculing, D, and M.,
Juncella barbadensis, D. and .. and Gorae: i aowiliformds, mm. Dr. Gray’s generic
diagnosis is unintelligitle, Scirperaia finiciline, L. ana M., is ~vid to L:ave the coral free
though it is figured as atta. bed, ard the yeneri: chera ter of Cuviu cannet be seid to be
in any way emended. Dr. Gy lind some vears o1 loi gy (1ed9) placed Seinpearia in
his family Ellisella io, but +ithowt uny sutfi vt Cnguosis,

Dr. Studer,* however. «~mended L. diaggnosis of Sew e, ploc s it rear Ellisella,
but with prominent jolyps. these arrangid 1w reig; spe alvs, couble clubs and
spindles, and includiny ju ab Nicella, Gray, Ruywerellu. Gray. aud Viatvelle, Gray, ex
parte. Even accepting the genus in the sense of Studer, it svervs iupossible to include
in it, even with considerable further emendations, some remarkable [orms witl simple or
very feebly branched stems found during the expedition of the Challenger, and for them
we are compelled to make a new genus which may be diagnosed as follows :—

Colony simple or very feebly branched. Axis calcareous, brittle, smooth or symmetri-

! Cuvier, Le Rdgne Animal, Nouv. Edit, t. iii. p. 319, 1830.

* Kolliker, Anat, Syst. Beschr. der Alcyonarien, Die Pennatuliden, p. 261, 1872.
® De Blainville, Manuel d'Actinologie, p. 508, 1834.

¢ Studer, Monatsber. d. k. preuss, Akad, d. IViss. Berlin, 1878, p. 660.
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