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History.—The genus Aphrocallistes was established by Gray in 1858, for the
species Aphrocallistes beatriz, from a skeleton obtained at Malacca, and was characterised
in the following manner:—* The sponge cylindrical, tubular, branched, the end of the
main tube closed with an open network formed of spicula; branches cylindrical, simple,
rarely bifid, rounded and closed at the end; the inner surface of the tube with large un-
equal-sized concavities placed in longitudinal series, having a large roundish oscule near
its lower edge. The sponge hard, close, calcareous, with uniform, close, equal, regular
hexangular pores on the surface, and large round ostioles in series on the sides of the main
tubes. The outer surface formed of intertangled transparent spines, which inosculate and
unite with each other at their intersections, forming a hard rather brittle crust. The
inner surface lined with & coat of fusiform transparent spicula, which are placed in
bundles parallel to each other in the spaces between the roundish internal apertures of
the crowded small superficial pores.”

In his spongiological system? Gray founded for this new form a apecml family—

1 Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., ser. 3, vol. ii. p. 224 ; Proc. Zool. Soo. Lond., vol. xxvi.
% Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., p. 507, 1867.
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