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1. Form pontagonal, sides distinctly recti-
lineal. Marginal plates ordinarily
few in number 5 : : . Pentagonaster.
. Form moro or less pentagonal L‘t
tremities of the rays dilated or
rounded. Marginal plates few in
number . . . : ; . Astrogonium.
iL Marginal plates with tuborclus ; : . Calliaster.
B. All plates covered with membrane, and bearing only
singlo, isolated, prominent, obtuse spinelots or elon-
gate tubercles. No popule (7). No pedicellarim . . Chitonaster.
7. Actinal intermediate and infero-maiginal plates spinu-
late, and with small prominent spinelets intor-
spersed. Abactinul plates granuloso . . . Calliderma.
b. Supero-marginal plates united throughout the length of the ray.
Abactinal plates confined entirely to the disk. Abasctinal
plates margined by peculinr valve-like plates. Abactival
plates naked . . . . . . . . . . . [Ieconaster.
b. Abactinal ares with paxilliform plates.
a Paxill® usually stollate and spinose. Mouth-plates with a pro-
minent keel, developed aborally into a byaline spiniform
prolongation. Tegumentary covering of the wholo test mors
or less spiniform or papilliform. With odd interradiel
marginal plates . o . . Gnatharter.
b. Paxillm tabulate, bearing g-mnules or paplllaa usunﬂy pr:smmc
in form. Mouth-plates not keeled or prominent. No odd
interradial marginal plates.
a. Paxilla confined to the disk-area. Rays long. Supero-
marginal plates uniting in the median radial line, or
separated only by a single series of quadrate plates.
1. Adambulacral armature arranged in longitu-
dinal series. Iufero-marginal plates.devoid
of prominent tegurnentary spinelots. With
entrenched pedicellarim . : ; . Nymphaster.
. Adambulacral arwnature pa.lmc»mdmto and
transverse. Infero-marginal plates spini-
ferous and with smell prominent spinelets.
No pedicellaris . : ; : ‘ . . Paragonaster.
B. Paxills extending along the ray. Supero-marginal
plates scparated by several series of paxille.
Small valvate pedicellariee only, and very few in
number. , _
i Marginal plates large and conspicuous. Abac-
tinal plates small and not developed into
large cylindrical tabula. Pedicellaria pre-
sent . . . Medsaater.
iL. Marginal pla.tes compnnttvoly smll Ablc
tipal plates very large, with enormous
cylindrical tabula, bearing co-ordinated _
gronules. No pedicellaris . . . . . HNectria.
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