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255 fathoms (Gmathophausic longispina), the greatest 2200 fathoms (Gnathophausia
gigas). Gnathophausic has never been taken at the surface of the sea, although the
surface-net was in frequent use during the Expedition, both by night and day, and in many
different tracts of the ocean. It may thercfore certainly be assumed that these
Crustacea, notwithstanding their strongly developed natatory organs, never leave the
deeper strata of the sea, and that in all probability they have their habitat on the sea-
bottom itself.

To judge from the inconsiderable number of examples of each species obtained by the
Expedition, notwithstanding that a large trawl-net was generally in use, it would appear
that the animals of this genus lead a comparatively isolated existence, being seldom met
with in shoals.

Distribution.—The genus seems to exhibit a very extensive geographical distribution,
being most probably represented throughout the greater part of the ocean, excepting
perhaps the Arctic and Antarctic regions. Thus, as will be shown in the sequel, species of
this genus have been recorded both from the North and South Atlantic, from the Pacific,
and from the seas of the Indian Archipelago. The genus may even be reckoned
among the European fauna, one of its species (Gnathophausia zoéw) having been found by
the French expedition in the Bay of Biscay.

Classification.—The species may be naturally classed within two or rather three
sections or subgenera, chiefly characterised by the form of the antennal scale, the preseuce
or absence of an exopodite on the maxillipeds, and finally by the form of the carapace.

The following synopsis of the species may be here appended :—

Synopsis of the Species of Gnathophausic.
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