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No. 20. Tongatabu. Female, yoiulg.

[Common on the reefs at low water; also met with in the woods through the island.

Shot July 21.]
No. 22. Tongatabu. Male. Shot July 22.

No. 19 is white, assuming the slate-coloured dress from below and on the back; slate

blue appanage in full development.
No. 20. Slate-blue, with white chin-stripe; the scapular appanage in beginning of

development.
No. 22. White, sprinkled on the neck, back, and below with single slate-blue feathers;

no development of scapular appanage visible.

On several occasions I have shown that the white dress in this Heron is not dependent

upon age or sex, and that at present we are not able to explain the causes of these

interesting differences in coloration satisfactorily.

9. Porphyrio samoénsis, Peale.

Porpliyrio sanLoënth et Porpizyrlo vitiensii, Poale.
Porpliyrio vthens7s, F. and H., Ornith. Central-Polyu., p. 172, toni. xii fig. 3.
Porp/iyrio indicn3, Cass. (nec Horsf., nec F. and H.).
Porphyrio mtien.9is, F. aud H., Journ. f. Ornith., 1870, p. 135 (Tonga); Rand F., Proc. Zool.

Soc., 1871, p. 27 (Savai).
Porplnjrio aanzoën.is, Fiuscli, Jou.rn. f. OrLuLk, 1872, p. 55; Proc. Zool. Soc., 1877, p. 726.
Porphyria viientis, Layard., Pioc. Zool. Soc., 1876, p. 439 (Fiji); ibid. 1876, p. 497 (Navigntor'),

and 1876, p. 503 (Tonga).
Porphyrio indicus, Whitmea (nec Horaf.), Ibis 1875, p. 446 (Samoa).
Porp/iyrio ca2uus, Elliot, Stray FeatiL, voL vii. p. 16.

No. 21. Tongatabu. Female. [Eyes red. The only specimen seen. Shot July

22.]
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I have already explained (Proc. Zoo!. Soc., 1871, p. 27) that Forphyrio inclicus,

Horsf., does not oxmr in Polynesia, as has been stated by Mr Cassin, but 'that the

Central-Polynesian Islands (Fiji, Navigators' and Friendly group) possess only one

species; Porphyrio sanoënis, Peale. The description in the Ornithology of Central.

Polynesia, p. 170, taken from a Javan specimen of the true Porphyrio indicus, Horsf.,

should therefore be cancelled altogether.
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