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There seems to be considerable diversity of opinion with regard to the value of the
three so-called genera which I have united under Firoloida of Lesueur.

This genus was founded for a group of Heteropods which differed from Pterotrachea,
to which they evidently were closely related, in having the visceral nucleus situated at
the posterior end of the body, and scarcely any caudal prolongation beyond the nucleus.
Lesucur also thought that the absence of a fin-sucker and of tentacles were essential
features of his genus, but this has since been proved not to be the case.

Two of the specimens figured by Lesueur were females, as is shown by the egg-tube
heing represented in both of his illustrations. Neither of these has tentacles in front of
the eyes. His third figure represents an animal (Firoloida aculeata) with two “ elongate
gelatinous points ” in front and no egg-tube posteriorly. This I am inclined to think was
a mutilated male in which the genital organ has been broken away, and the two ‘ elongate
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