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Actinal interradial areas small, with numerous small intermediate plates which extend

far along the ray. The intermediate plates all bear small compact groups of spinelets.
Armature of the adambulacral plates consisting of:-(1.) a furrow series of rather long,

delicate, cylindrical, uniform spinelet.s, which form either a straight series or may be

slightly curved. (2.) On the actinal surface of the plate are two longitudinal series of

shorter and more compressed spines, the inner of these two series being frequently irregular.

Madreporiform body large and situated rather nearer the margin than midway between

it and the centre of the disk.

No true pedicellari are present, but an incipient form of the organ may occur in some

species.
Remarks.-The type of this genus is the starfish originally described by Muller and

Troschel1 under the name of Astropecten andromeda. It appears to me to merit generic
distinction on account of the difference (1.) in the character of the marginal plates, (2.)
in the number and disposition of the actinal intermediate plates, (3.) in the armature of

the adambulacral plates, (4.) in the spinulation of the marginal plates, and (5.) in the

character of the pax.iU.

Syncpsi.s of the Species included in the Genus Psilaster herein described.

A. With marginal plates vertical, almost confined to the lateral wall of the ray.
a. With narrow delicate rays. Interbrachial arcs well rounded. With papilliform

granules on the marginal plates: no membrane. Inner pair of mouth
spines very large . . . . . . . . . . . gracIhi.

b. With robust rays, thick at the base. Intorbrachia.l arcs acutely rounded. With
equamiform papill on the marginal plates, often covered with membrane.
Inner pair of mouth-spines small.

a. Infero-marginal plates at the baso of the ray with four or five Battened
spitielets equally spaced on the aboral margin. Inner pair of mouth
spines auboqual to the rest. Suporo-marginal plates conspicuously
encroaching on the abactinal area on the outer part of the ray . andromeda.

b. Inlero.marginal plates at the base of the ray with three or four small flat
tened spinaleta grouped in a slightly oblique series near the aboral
end of the lateral margin. Inner pair of mouth-spines conspicuously
longer than the rest. Supero-marginal plates not conspicuously
encroaching on the abactinal area on the outer part of the lay " acuminafus.

B. With broad marginal plates, forming a broad, conspicuous margin to the abactinni area.
a. With marginal plates: nearly plane. Supero-marginal plates with no specially

enlarged tubercle.] Infero-marginal plates with ous spine near the lateral
margin. No pedicellariceon the marginal plates . . . . . cawepe.

b. With marginal plates distinctly tumid. Supero-marginal plates often with a spe
cially enlarged tubercle. Infero-marginal plates with an oblique series of four
spines near the lateral margin. Incipient pediceUari on the marginal plates. pOJaUatts1.

System der Asteriden, 1842, p. l29.






	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://19thcenturyscience.org/HMSC/HMSC-Reports/Zool-51/README.htm
	LinkTextBox: Zoology Part LI: Report on the ASTEROIDEA. By W. Percy Sladen, Bound in Volume 30,1889.


