Sir John Murray & Johan Hjort, The Depths of the Ocean: Scientific Researches of the Norwegian Steamer Michael Sars (1912)

http://19thcenturyscience.org/HMSC/HMSC-Reports/1912-Murray/README.htm

534 DEPTHS OF THE OCEAN CHAP,

I have already stated that the north and east coasts of
Iceland are boreo-arctic areas. Even as far south as lat,
64" 17 N. and long. 14° 44’ W., that is to say, quite close in to
the coast, the “ Michael Sars” found purely arctic forms at a
depth of 75 metres, namely, the prawn Sclerocrangon borecas and
the ascidian Moleula retortiformais, together with forms that are
either widely distributed throughout both regions, or are boreal
with a boreo-arctic distribution.! Here again, therefore, the
character of the fauna was evidence of the meeting of the
3 two great currents, the
SRR East Iceland Polar

o Stream and the At-
lantic Stream.

Before leaving the
arctic fauna [ have
still to mention a few
characteristic  forms,
which penetrate for a
short distance into the
boreal region along the
coast of Norway. The
starfish Ctenodiscus
crispatus is found as
far south as Christian-
sund, where it occurs
in enormous quanti-
B ties; and another star-

[lecten istandicus, 1. I\'t‘l’!:i.'t.‘ll. (Alter GG, O. Sars.) ﬁSh, -LCPtOﬁL’_?’C/Z(ZSff r
arcticus,” has its south-

ern limit in the Trondhjem fjord. A very characteristic arctic
species of mussel, Peclen islandicus (see Fig. 374), is very
numerous and of large size in the Trondhjem fjord, and may
be met with even farther south, while the same fjord is the
southern limit for the molluscs Onckidiopsis glacialis, Dendro-
notus velifer, and a few others. We have thus another instance
of the difficulty in fixing definite boundaries for the different
regions. The Trondhjem fjord shelters too many forms which

' Tappend the names of a few forms :—Ascidians 1 Ascidia obliqua, Pelonaia corrugatay
Macroclinun  pomum  (numerous), Distoma  crystallinum.  Crustaceans @ Fyas coarclalits,
agnrus, Pandalus annulicornis, Hippolyte polaris, Crangon allmanni, Arcturns sp.  Fehino-
derms:  Asterias rubens, Fchinaster sanguinolentus, Pyenogonids ¢ Dycnogonnm !:?felf'm’f‘,
Nymplon mixtum, N. hirtipes.  Coclenterates : Metridium  dianthus, Corymorpha lacralis,
Tubularia indivisa (common), Hydrallmannia falcata, and a few other hydroids,  Also some
sponges and worms, ) -

2 The peculiarity about this form is that it lives mainly in boreo-arctic arcas, and is thus
neither purely arctic nor purely boreal.
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