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origin, derived from (1) the decomposition of terrestrial and
submarine rocks, (2) extra-
terrestrial sources, (3) pro-
ducts synthesized at the
bottom of the sea.

Organic remains belong- Materials of
ing to the vegetable kingdom °'&*™c °né:
are on the whole compara-
tively rare on the sea-floor,
when compared with those
belonging to the animal
kingdom ; still, in the neigh-
bourhood of land, vegetable
matter, branches of trees. plant remains
leaves, fruits, etc.,, may be in marine

. . deposits.
) carried .into deep water e
_ FiG. 108. through the agency of large
Discosphera thomsoni, 85;??;'&!:] From the surface I'iVCl'S, st orms, Off- Sh ore

winds, etc., along with the
remains of sea-weeds growing in shallow water. Similarly
in coral-reef re- -
gions, the re-
mains of algae
which lived on
the reefs, such
as  Lauthotham-
nium and Coral-
lin@, occur in
the deposits in
the vicinity. But
the most con-
stant compon-
ents of vegetable
origin are the
remains of algz,
which secreted
either  calcium
carbonate or
silica from the
surface  waters
of the ocean to
form their hard
parts, viz. the calcareous coccespheres and rhabdospheres (see

F16. 109.
Rhabdosphera claviger, Murray and Blackman.  From the surface (2°22),
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