
Chap. XX.] STRUCTURE OF 'I IJLEI'OIc. 457

The -P/v/ "m,/c catch food for the U( ]ony, and dcl icr it to
the /ds, which alone are able to swallow and digest it
All the polyps of the colony -

are in communication at their

bases with the canal system

already described, and by means

of these canals the nutritive :

fluids derived l))' the LaStrQ- "; A_
y,00 (71s from the food are dIS-

t'buted to the entire cohmyri




c-

and nourish it. Ti is thus




I o4
cry complete divisioncd

labour in the colony. .".
In all species of ulJ///e'/'()ra .'-

the mouthiess polyps are much PORTION OF TIlE HARD CORAL OF

more numerous than the mouth- MILLEPORA NODOSA.

hearing ones. In some species
(Fvice the natural size.)

the gastroporcs and dactylopores are scattered irregularly over
the surface of the colonies. In the Tahitian species, however,

1I




.

ENLARGED VIEW OF PORTION OF THE SURFACE OF A LIVING MILLEPORA
NODOSA, SHOWING THE EXPANDED ZODIDS OF A SINGLE SYSTEM.

In the centre is the hoi-t mouth boat in- Gasti-ozooid ; around are the mouthiess
DactyloZOOid s.

they are for the most part gathered into definite grOU[)S Or
Systems, each consisting of a centrally placed gastrupore bur-
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