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THE ADMIRALTY ISLANDS.
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The Admiralty Islands, March 3rd to 10th, 1875.-The

Admiralty Islands were sighted on the afternoon of March 3rd.
As we sailed along the north coast of the main island, a Sword
fish was seen showing its fins above water. It moved rapidly
with a darting motion but sinuous course. It was apparently
about five feet long. The fins showed above water, very
differently from those of any other fish. The broad dorsal fin

projected from the water in front, and the upper sickle-shaped
half of the tail fin projected at an interval behind, and seemed

as the fish moved to be chasing the fin in front. The fish

was seen to leap out of the water several times. It was pro
bably a species of His/ioj5/wrus.
The Admiralty Islands are a group, consisting of one large

island and numerous small ones. The group lies between
latitudes 0

8' S., and 30 10' S., and longitudes 1460 E. and

1480 6' E. between ioo and 200 miles south of the equator.
It is distant from New Hanover 130 miles, and from the
nearest point of New Guinea about 150 miles.
The large island of the group is oblong in form, and has an

area of about 550 square miles, being thus about twice as
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