
~ r i ~ t ~  people had tried t o  introduce the bird into their island without success. The only 
other land bird of the group, a land of 'water Hell ( G a U i d ~  nen~iotis), which is found 
also on the higher plateau at Tristan Island, and is described by t,he i~habit~ants as scarcely 
able to fly, was not met with. Only very few inhabit the low laud under the cliffs a t  
Inaccessible Island, and the exploring parties were unable to lam1 at the only place from 
which the higher main plateau of the island is t o  be reached. The Germans said tha t  

the Inaccessible Island bird is much smi111er than Ga/Ii/iit?a nesiotis, anil differs from it 
in h a h g  h e r  1e.g~ ant1 a longer 11ea.l~. This is, however, h:lrdly probable9 since tlw - 
Tristan species occurs at Gough Island. 

Sitting on t , b  tree tops wit,h the ~ h ~ ~ h e s  were uumeroIIs No~lcUos, of the same 
two species as those of St. Paul's Rocks. It was strange to sec birds which one had met 

the equator living iu c o m m  with Bo~bics~  1 1 c ~  minghg wit.11 a n t m  tic forms. 
The Noddy, however, ranges fur uorth nlso, occasioiiiilly even to I r ~ l i i ~ ~ l .  The whole 

of the peaty ground uuclerneath the trers in thp Pkflica woods is Lored in all directions 
with tjhe holes of smaller sea birds, called by the Germans " iiigllit birds," a P k n  and a 
Puffinits. These burrows are about the size of large rat.s' holes, and they traverse the 
ground everywhere, twisting and turning, and undermining the surface so t.h;it it gives 
way at almost every step. 

The rocks of Inaccessible Island are felspathic basalt (some specimens of t.his basalt 
have porphyritic augite) , dolerite, augite-andesite, sideromelau, and palagonite. 

Nightingale Island, the smallest and southernmost island of the group, consists of 
one large and two small islets, with several rocks immediately adjacent tJo the coast, and, 
unlike Tristan and Inaccessible Islands, rises in low cliffs, from the top of which the lanil 
slopes upwards, terminating in two peaks, one of wl~ieli  (1100 fert higli) is rugged and 
steep, whilst the other (960 feet high) slopes gently towimls tlie roast all rouiiil, escbi~jitm 

immediately to the southward, where its descent is pre~ipit~ous. Niglitiugal~ I h n d  is 
one mile long cast and wrst, and t h r e  quarters of ii niile widr ; thi" o t . 1 ~ ~  two islets lit> 
to the northward of Nightingale, and arc each a t,liiril of a mile in length and a sixth in 
breadth ; they were named by the Challenger, Stoltrnkoff " anil MilUli; " Isl:ii~1s ; Stol- 
tenkoff, the farthest from Nightingale, bring 325 feet high, wi th  a Hut top, and Mitltih' 
I s h d  150 feet high, with an i indi i lathg tun. 

^ 4. 

Nightiiwale Island was first 1a.ncM on l.iy M irT't,~lirvpry i l l  17G7. who anc'hureil his 
vessel " 1'Etoile du Matin " off it in 33 fathom's with tlir rrn trc "1' thr islami W. S. W. 
HE clc~cril~ccl Stoltenkoff Islan(l ;IS l ~ a v i l ~ ~  t 1~ :qqlpti RI ,w,c~ ~f ;L ~ w i  ntd S w t ,  a. (1 c w r i p  t in] 

which holds good t o  the present day. Nightingale Island lias, so far as is known, nilvcr 
h e n  khabitcd, :tlthougl~ it 1 ~ s  11cm ~isittbil S r t l ~ l ~ ~ ~ b I ~ t l ~ -  1; w ~ I ~ L L  1 1 ~ 1 r p ~ s t ~  of sliwt iiig Scbals, 
numbers of which used to frequent tile c;ivos lioIIinvnl tint in  i ts linv eliih ; l in t  tlic rvrk- 
less manner in which the Seals wrre sIausIi trrrd e;i U K P , ~  i l ~ i n  t~ i l ~ s t ~ t  t ifis Lrri:i.liiig 1 i l a c c ,  
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