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extent of the two smaller islands had not heen ascertained. As the Challenger completed
the exploration of the group, it appears desirable to give an exact account of it here,
compiled partly from old publications® and partly from these more recent observations.
Tristan Island, the northernmost, largest, and highest island of the group, has a
nearly circular form, with the apex 7640 feet above the level of the sea in its middle ; in
fact, if a circle with a radius of 34 miles be described, using the summit of the island as a
centre, the circumference of the circle will be found to touch the salient points all

Fic. 908, —The Island of Tristan da Cunha.

round, except in one part, viz., in the castern quadrant, where the coast will be found
to project half a mile beyond the circumference,

Precipitous cliffs, 1000 to 2000 feet in height, rise directly from the. rs'ea, evefywhere,
except in the northwest quadrant, where there is, in front of the chﬁa.:,, 0 irregular
flat, 100 to 200 feet above the sea level, 24 miles in length and ha.lf. a mile in breadth.
From the top of the high cliffs the island has the appearance of rising gradually on all
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