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IT may perhaps be well, before going into the story of our

own experiences, to sketch in a few words the train of circum

stances which led to the dispatch of I-I.M.S. Challenger on a

voyage of scientific research and discovery "round the world."

The wonderful project of establishing a telegraphic communi

cation between the Old World and the New directed the atten
tion of practical men to a region about which up to that time

but little had been known with certainty, and about which there

had been a great deal of hazy misconception-the bottom of the

deep sea. To procure information sufficient to enable them to

prepare for the laying of a telegraph cable, sounding expedi
tions were organized, by both of the Governments specially
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